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Racing Rules of Sailing 
New Appendix R 

 
A submission from the Chairman of the Offshore Committee 

Proposal: 
To add a new Appendix – Rules for Oceanic Races:  
 
APPENDIX R 

 RULES  FOR OCEANIC RACING  

 

Oceanic races shall be governed by: 
 The Racing Rules of Sailing  
- Where specified in the sailing instructions Part 2 of the RRS may be replaced by  

IRPCAS Part B – Section  II rules. 
- Offshore Special Regulations  
- Any additional FICO safety regulations 
- Class rules  

Notice of Race & Sailing Instructions ; Class rules, the Notice of Race or Sailing 
Instructions may not be used to amend or reduce any aspect of the Offshore Special 
Regulations or FICO safety regulations without the prior approval in writing of ISAF or 
FICO respectively.  

R1  DEFINITIONS 

RRS 20  STARTING ERRORS ; PENALTY TURNS AND TIME 
PENALTIES ; MOVING ASTERN 
20.1 All boats shall be on the prestart side of the starting line between the 
preparatory signal and the start. 
20.2 A boat making a penalty turn or taking a time penalty shall keep clear of one 
that is not. 

20.3  Unchanged. 

20.4 Boats OCS will be penalised with a time or other penalty to be stated in the 
Sailing Instructions.  

20.5 In the event that a boat is in breach of RRS 20.1 and gains undue advantage 
from being OCS the Race Committee may initiate a protest.  Under such 
circumstances the international jury may increase the penalty as they see fit, 
including the score of DNS.   

22. INTERFERING WITH ANOTHER BOAT 
22 .1  If reasonably possible, a boat not racing or OCS shall not interfere with a 
boat that is racing. 
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22.2   A boat shall not change course if her only purpose is to interfere with a boat 
making a penalty turn or taking a time penalty or one on another leg or lap of the 
course. 

 

26  STARTING RACES 
         Delete « I » and « Z with I » 

 

28.1 ADD sentence 

 …………………..A boat which fails to start but which is declared OCS and 
takes the penalties required of her shall not be in breach of this rule 

 

29  RECALLS 
29.1 Delete the whole paragraph and substitute : 

 « When any part of her hull, crew or equipment is on the course side of the 
starting line, the boat will be scored OCS until she has completed a time penalty 
where and when the race committee instructs her.  

Delete Rule 30 

41  OUTSIDE HELP 
      (d) This paragraph may be altered to allow ‘routing’ ; the sources of the 
routing of each boat shall be given to the RC which may limit these. 

42  PROPULSION 

42.2 Prohibited Actions 
      Add (f) repeated movement of the keel and/or mast 

44  PENALTIES FOR BREAKING RULES OF PART 2 OR OF IRPCAS – B 
– II 

44.1  Taking a penalty 
          

A boat that may have broken a rule of part 2 while racing may take a penalty at the 
time of the incident or request a time penalty.  Her penalty will be 
………………………. 

  

44.4 (b) Add : «  or when she requested a time penalty  «  

45  HAULING OUT ; MAKING FAST ; ANCHORING 
         …. » 

Rename 45 (a) 

 

Add 45 (b) 
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Boats in breach of rule 45 (a) may seek to start late, or to take such actions as will 
permit them to rejoin the race subject to the approval of and the application of 
time or other penalties, by the international jury.   The international jury may 
waive any penalty should they so decide 

 

50  SETTING AND SHEETING SAILS 

50.2 Spinnaker Poles ; Whisker poles 
         Last sentence may be changed by the class rules or notice of race  

51  MOVABLE BALLAST 
         Delete first sentence and add at the end : All heavy items such as batteries, 
engines, anchors and chain, liferafts shall not be moved and shall be firmly 
secured in place. Sailbags shall not be able to retain water. 

52  MANUAL POWER 
         Delete « standing rigging and movable hull appendages » 

61  PROTEST REQUIREMENTS 

61.1 Informing the protestee 
 (a) Modify : « She shall display the flag at least two hours after the incident. » 

 (b) Delete in last sentence : « after the race » 

61.3 Protest time limit 
 Modify second sentence : « If none is stated, the time limit is two hours after the 
incident except for short handed crews (1 or 2) where this time limit is extended to 
12 hours when boats are at sea ; however close to the finish, the time limit shall 
not extend beyond two hours after the protesting boat finishes. » 

63  HEARINGS 

63.3  Right to be present 
 (a) Add a t the end of the paragraph : « A party to the hearing, when it takes 
place at sea, shall be considered as being present as it is compulsory to have on 
board in working order the following communication equipment : 25w VHF, 
satellite telephone and Inmarsat C allowing webmail on board. » 

64.  DECISIONS 

64.1  Penalties and Exoneration 

     Add : 

 (d)  Penalties shall be as RRS 44.1 modified above and time penalties. For the 
latter, the RC will implement the Jury’s decision by asking the penalized boat to 
return , either at some waypoint she has passed, or at the position she will be in at 
a given date and time, at least at a delay equal to the time penalty. 

 

A11  SCORING ABBREVIATIONS 
OCS On the course side of the starting line at her starting signal and subject to 
time or other starting penalties. 
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Current Position: 
None 
 

Reason 
The reasons for having a special appendix for oceanic races where mostly 
professionals compete, often with short handed crews and where media 
coverage is important, are as follows: 
- The first to cross the finishing line should be the winner so that the race is 
understandable by the media and the public. This means that protests should, 
where possible, be heard at sea by modern communications and any penalties 
should be taken or applied before boats finish. When protests are late or cannot 
be decided at sea, the jury should, before the hearing,  indicate the penalty  that 
might be applied if the boat is found guilty. The same applies to requests for 
redress, in particular after giving help; the redress to be awarded should be 
known before boats finish. 

- A hearing will be valid and the international jury will be properly 
constituted if parties and members can use VHF, satellite telephone and 
mostly inmarsat C and computers.   
- at the start where crowds of spectator boats are expected, it is 
dangerous  
-       for competitors to turn back to start when they are OCS ; so the rules 
need to be changed to take this into account. 
- the use of IRPCAS at a pre-set time or distance from the start instead of 
part 2 of the RRS obliges boats to keep far apart when overtaking.  It 
further prevents luffing matches when short- handed, at night or when 
close to coasts which are generally not well hydrographed. 
- Outside assistance, ballast, rig movement and other issues peculiar to 
oceanic racing equally require to be addressed by the RRS.  

  
Accordingly the following are some suggestions intended to initiate the process 
of establishing an Oceanic racing appendix to the RRS 

 


